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The newly formed Confederate States Post Office Department (POD) began operations on June
1, 1861. One of the major problems for the Confederate POD at the time was the lack of postage
stamps to prepay the postal rates. The Confederate Postmaster General, John H. Reagan of
Texas, was committed to the use of high quality stamps like those in use in the United States and
in the countries of Europe. The capability of producing such stamps within the Confederacy did
not exist in 1861. Temporary measures were taken by producing the first five Confederate
stamps locally using the inferior printing process of stone lithography. However, right from the
start, plans were made to obtain high quality engraved stamps.
Major Benjamin F. Ficklin, a purchasing agent for the Confederate government, sailed for
England on October 1, 1861 successfully running the blockade and arriving in London a few
weeks later. Major Ficklin’s main mission was to secure military supplies for the Confederacy’s
war effort. In addition, he carried instructions from Postmaster General Reagan to purchase items
for the Confederate Post Office Department specifically printing plates for 5c and 1c stamps.
Knowing Postmaster General Reagan’s express desire for engraved stamps and knowing that it
was impossible for the Confederacy to initially supply the steel engraved stamps, it is very safe
to assume that Reagan’s instructions to Major Ficklin included the securing of steel printing
plates from which to print high quality engraved stamps by the method of recess printing.
Unfortunately, Major Ficklin apparently knew very little about printing and even less about
postage stamps as steel engraved printing plates were not obtained. Major Ficklin did contract
with Thomas De La Rue & Co., Ltd. of London, England on behalf of the Confederate
government to produce printing plates for the two stamps. The contract called for De La Rue &
Co. to supply the Confederacy with the printing plates as well as an initial supply of stamps,
paper, and ink so that later printings could be done in the Confederacy. The original dies as
developed by De La Rue & Co. were indeed steel engraved. Somehow things did not work out
the way Postmaster General Reagan wanted as the printing plates themselves constructed from
the original engraved dies were copper electrotype plates suitable only for typograph printing
and could not be used for high quality recess printing. The method of "typography" is the oldest
known form of printing. It is done by making an impression on paper from carved blocks or
plates made from either wood or metal. The characters or designs are in relief (raised) much like
using a rubber stamp and an ink pad.

5c Blue De La Rue London Print
The plate for the 5c stamp was ready by the end of January 1862 as the De La Rue & Co. records
show that it was invoiced on January 30, 1862 along with approximately 5,000,000 stamps and a
supply of paper and ink. On that date, 2,150,000 stamps were shipped to the Confederacy along
with a supply of paper and ink. That shipment was received and acknowledged by Postmaster
General Reagan in his report of February 28, 1862. At least one and maybe two additional

shipments of stamps were sent out in February 1862 and presumably
arrived safely in the Confederacy, but the arrival of these additional
shipments was not documented in the official POD reports. The De
La Rue printing plate which was invoiced on January 30, 1862 was
not shipped out until mid February 1862 along with another supply
of stamps, paper, and ink for transport to the Confederacy by the
blockade runner Bermuda. The Bermuda left England with the
printing plate sailing from Liverpool on March 1, 1862 and arriving
in St. Georges, Bermuda about three weeks later. This would be at
least the third shipment of stamps with the two prior shipments
arriving safely through the blockade. The Bermuda lingered at St.
Georges for another five weeks before conditions were favorable for
an attempt to run the blockade via Nassau to Charleston, South Carolina. The Bermuda shipment
of approximately 5,000,000 stamps with the printing plate and other supplies never made it to the
Confederacy as it was captured while attempting to run the blockade by the Union warship
Mercedita on April 27, 1862. The presence of the Confederate postal items on the captured ship
left no doubt that its destination was the Confederacy. The captured stamps and the printing plate
were taken to the Philadelphia prize court and ordered destroyed by the United States federal
government. All the stamps with the exception of a single surviving copy from this shipment
were believed destroyed. However, that may not be the case. Although most of the stamps from
the Bermuda shipment were most likely destroyed as ordered, an unknown number very likely
did survive to enter the collector’s market at a later date. It was believed by many that the
printing plate had also been destroyed. The printing plate had not been destroyed. In 1954,
Thomas Coulson, who was then the Director of Museum Research for the Franklin Institute in
Philadelphia, discovered the intact plate while visiting a local historical society. The plate was
apparently archived and just forgotten for all those years. Known as the “Bermuda Plate” or the
“Lost Plate,” the plate was transferred from the Franklin Institute to the Smithsonian National
Postal Museum in Washington DC in 2011 with plans to place it on public display beginning in
early 2013.

Prewar Matthew Brady Photograph c1860 of Jefferson Davis
believed to be the photo supplied by Major Ficklin and used
as the basis for the design of the 5c Blue De La Rue London
Print stamp (Public Domain Image).

Very soon after the acquisition of the “Lost Plate” by the Franklin Institute, reprints were made
from this original plate in blue and black with some in full sheets of 400 and others in panes of
100. The differences between the two printings become obvious when the reprint is seen along
side an original. The printing quality of the reprints is poor and flat when compared to the
originals, the reprints have no gum, and the paper used for the reprints is far different from the
original. Due to the extreme controversy that these reprints raised in the philatelic world at the
time, the practice of producing these reprints soon stopped.

The De La Rue “Bermuda” or “Lost” Plate of 400 subjects in four panes of 100. An electrotype
plate of copper construction suitable only for typograph printing. (Image courtesy of the
Smithsonian National Postal Museum in Washington DC.)

Close-up of The De La Rue “Bermuda” Plate. (Image courtesy of the Smithsonian National
Postal Museum in Washington DC.)

Reprints in Blue and Black made by the Franklin Institute in 1955 from the “Bermuda” or “Lost”
Plate shortly after the plate’s discovery.

It is not known for certain if this was the plate actually used by De La Rue & Co. to produce the
London Print stamps that were successfully shipped to the Confederacy. It most likely is not the
original printing plate used to print the initial stamps as the “Lost Plate” is in excellent condition
and shows very little if any wear. This, therefore, is believed to be a plate constructed
specifically for use by the Confederacy and would have been the second plate made assuming De
La Rue & Co. used only one plate in London to print the initial stamps. The original London
plate would no longer exist as it was De La Rue’s practice to melt down plates that were no
longer needed in order to reclaim the metal. De La Rue & Co. was asked by the Confederate
government to prepare another printing plate from the master die and to send the second plate in
another shipment with a supply of paper and ink. The request for the second plate is documented
on March 11, 1862 and was made before the first plate was captured. This second shipped plate
(very likely the third plate constructed by De La Rue & Co.) did arrive safely through the
blockade some time in the late spring or early summer of 1862 and was delivered to the
Richmond printing firm of Archer & Daly where additional stamps were printed and issued in
mid July 1862. These stamps printed in Richmond from the De La Rue plate are known today as
the 5c Blue Richmond Print.

The 5c Blue London Print stamps printed by Thomas De La Rue & Co. are excellent examples of
typograph stamps. Designed and engraved by Jean Ferdinand Joubert De La Ferte, a contract
employee of De La Rue & Co., the stamp’s central design is a portrait of Confederate President
Jefferson Davis taken from a photograph supplied by Major Ficklin. Thomas De La Rue & Co.
was considered by many to be the premier stamp printer of the day. They took great pride in their
work. The stamps produced were of a very high quality and printed on a thin hard wove paper.
A thin colorless gum was evenly applied. The impressions are clear and sharp. The blue color of
the stamp is virtually uniform, but there are examples in a somewhat lighter blue shade as well.
There are no major printing varieties. It has always been thought that these stamps were perfect
in all respects, and this perfection is what separates these stamps from the Richmond prints.
Further study has shown that some flaws can be found in these London stamps if one looks very
carefully. Various 5c De La Rue essays, trial color die proofs on glazed card, and plate proofs in
a gray-blue shade on wove paper are also in existence. The original master die for this stamp still
exists and is in the possession of the British Library. At the end of the war, the 5c De La Rue
plate that did successfully run the blockade and was used by Archer & Daly in Richmond,
Virginia disappeared and has never been found. Most likely it was melted down to reclaim the
metal, but no one knows for sure.

5c Blue De La Rue London Print unused lower left sheet margin corner Block of 10. Note the
extreme difference in the quality of the printing between the original block and the Franklin
Institute reprints.

In 1976, Robson Lowe, a noted British philatelist and stamp dealer, made a significant philatelic
find in the De La Rue archives in London. The find consisted of a full sheet of 400 (4 panes of
100) of the 5c Blue London Print on wove paper. This sheet was a De La Rue & Co. plate proof
sheet kept for the archives. This sheet was obtained by Robson Lowe and submitted to the
Philatelic Foundation for certification and received certificate #57 584 dated October 18, 1976.
After certification, Robson Lowe proceeded to break up the sheet into singles, blocks, and gutter
blocks for distribution in the philatelic market. Each stamp from the sheet was marked on the
back in pencil with its position number. Robson Lowe signed in pencil the back of each block

and each single. Some of the larger blocks have since been broken down further so that each and
every stamp is not signed, but each stamp does have the position number on the back. These
proofs are available in the philatelic marketplace and are generally offered with a photocopy of
the original Philatelic Foundation certificate for the full sheet. This is important because these
proof singles are scarce as they are only 1 of 400 but are indistinguishable from the regular 5c
Blue London Print stamps. The Robson Lowe notations on the reverse are necessary for proper
identification.

Original De La Rue Proof Sheet of 400 discovered by Robson Lowe in the De La Rue archives
in 1976. Photograph of the full sheet as it appears on the 1976 Philatelic Foundation certificate
prior to breaking the sheet into blocks, gutter blocks, and singles.

Block of 4 De La Rue Plate Proof cut from the original sheet from Positions C34-C35, C44-C45
with the Robson Lowe signature on the reverse. The position of this block is marked on the
lower left pane in the image of the full sheet above.

5c Blue De La Rue London Print Stamp -- Timeline
October 1, 1861

Late 1861

January 30, 1862

January 30, 1862

February 1862 (precise dates not known)

February 20, 1862

February 28, 1862

Major Benjamin F. Ficklin sails for London to
purchase war supplies and to secure printing
plates for 5c and 1c stamps.
Thomas De La Rue & Company of London,
England receives a contract from the Confederate
POD to supply stamps, printing supplies, and
printing plates for 5c and 1c denomination stamps.
De La Rue invoices the 5c printing plate plus
5,000,000 stamps along with paper and ink as
ready for shipping.
On or about this date, De La Rue ships 2,150,000
5c stamps with a supply of paper and ink through
the blockade to the Confederacy (first shipment).
One or perhaps two additional shipments of 5c
stamps were sent by De La Rue through the
blockade to the Confederacy.
The printing plate constructed for use by the
Confederacy was prepared for shipment along
with 5,000,000 stamps.
CSA Postmaster General Reagan reports the
successful arrival of the first shipment of 5c
stamps. The arrivals of additional later shipments
are not recorded.

March 1, 1862
March 11, 1862
March 19, 1862
April 16, 1862
April 24, 1862

April 27, 1862

Late Spring or Early Summer 1862
July 1, 1862
July 13, 1862

1954
1955
1976
2011

March 2013

The blockade runner Bermuda sails from
Liverpool, England with the printing plate and the
5,000,000 stamps.
The CSA POD requests a second 5c printing plate
to be constructed and shipped to the Confederacy.
The Bermuda arrives at St. Georges, Bermuda.
Earliest known use of the London printed De La
Rue stamp within the Confederacy.
The Bermuda sails from St. Georges in an attempt
to run the blockade to Charleston, South Carolina
through Nassau in the Bahamas.
The Bermuda is captured by the Union warship
Mercedita. The printing plate and the 5,000,000
stamps are sent to the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
prize court where the plate and stamps were
subsequently ordered destroyed.
The second requested 5c printing plate
successfully arrives through the blockade (precise
date not recorded), and is delivered to the Archer
& Daly firm in Richmond, Virginia.
Confederate POD eliminates the 5c rate.
Earliest known use of the 5c Richmond Print
(used in pairs) stamp printed by Archer & Daly
from the De La Rue plate.
Discovery of the “Lost Plate” in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania by Thomas Coulson of the Franklin
Institute.
Reprints made from the “Lost Plate” in blue and
black by the Franklin Institute.
Discovery of the De La Rue plate proof sheet in
the archives by Robson Lowe.
Transfer of the “Lost Plate” from the Franklin
Institute to the Smithsonian National Postal
Museum in Washington DC.
Anticipated date when the “Lost Plate” will be
placed on public display at the Smithsonian
National Postal Museum.

5c Blue De La Rue London Print Stamp Facts
Designer and Engraver:
Printing Method:
Number of Plates Constructed:
Number of Stamps Printed by De La Rue:
Earliest Known Use within the CSA:
Printing Arrangement:
Color:
Largest Known Unused Multiple:
Largest Known Used Multiple:
Major Print Varieties:
Most Typical Use:

Secondary Use:

Miscellaneous:

Jean Ferdinand Joubert De La Ferte
Typography
Probably three – one used in London, one used in
Richmond for the Richmond Print Stamps, and
one captured by the Union.
Approximately 12,000,000 including the
5,000,000 captured by the Union.
April 16, 1862
Sheets of 400 in Panes of 100. The stamp was
delivered to the Confederacy cut into half sheets
of 200. The stamp has not been plated. No plate
numbers and no margin inscriptions.
Blue (major), Light Blue (minor)
Half Sheet of 200
Block of 14
None
Pairs paying the standard 10c letter rate after July
1, 1862.
Singles paying the standard 5c letter rate prior to
the rate change of July 1, 1862. Singles in
combination with other 5c stamps to pay the 10c
rate. Larger multiples to pay higher weight rates
do exist but are scarce.
Virtually no flaws except for a few minor ones
and a very uniform blue color with clear and sharp
impressions. Has the distinction of being the only
19th Century stamp used on American soil that
was printed in a foreign country.

1c Yellow-Orange De La Rue Print
The second stamp printed by De La Rue & Co under the contract
negotiated on behalf of the Confederate government by Major Ficklin
was the 1c Yellow-Orange stamp with a portrait of John C. Calhoun
who at the time was regarded as the “Father of Secession.” The basis
for the portrait was again reported to be a photograph supplied by
Major Ficklin. John C. Calhoun, former Vice-President of the United
States and US Senator from South Carolina, died in 1850 more than a
decade prior to the formation of the Confederate States of America.
He was a very fiery and outspoken politician and well known
throughout the South as the great champion of “States-Rights.”

At the same time De La Rue & Co constructed the 5c typograph printing plate, they also
constructed the 1c typograph copper printing plate and delivered the plate with 400,000 1c
stamps to the Confederacy. The 1c plate and the stamps were successfully sent through the
blockade to Richmond, Virginia. It is not known precisely when the plate and the stamps arrived
in Richmond as neither the stamps nor the printing plate were ever placed into service. The 1c
Yellow-Orange stamp was never issued by the Confederacy and does not exist in a
legitimately postally used condition. The Confederate Congressional Act of February 1861
prescribed a 2c drop letter rate. Whether these 1c stamps were meant for an anticipated 1c drop
letter rate that was never adopted or perhaps meant for a possible obscure 1c drop circular rate
that was never used is a matter for debate. The Confederate Post Office Department apparently
saw no need for this stamp and therefore shelved it. There is no record that the Confederate
government ever printed any stamps from the 1c plate as all the stamps available in the
collector’s market today are from the known De La Rue London printing. At the end of the war,
the stamps were discovered in Richmond and eventually passed into the collector’s market as the
sheets of unused stamps were looted by Union soldiers as souvenirs. The printing plate itself
simply disappeared and was undoubtedly melted down to reclaim the metal.
It is believed that this stamp like the 5c Blue Typograph was also engraved by Jean Ferdinand
Joubert De La Ferte, but De La Rue did not record the name of the engraver. Like the 5c Blue
London Print, the 1c Yellow-Orange is a very well executed stamp. However, the choice of an
orange ink for printing was a very poor choice indeed. Wide ranges of colors are seen in this
stamp from a light yellow-orange where the portrait is barely discernible to a very deep and very
desirable orange color. It is likely that the stamps were all printed in a uniform orange color, but
this color fades with time and exposure to light. It is therefore most likely that the range of color
shades is due to various degrees of fading over time and light exposure rather than to the printing
process itself.
At 400,000 copies, the 1c Yellow-Orange has the lowest printing of any of the general issue
Confederate stamps, but it is not the rarest CSA stamp seen today. The reason is that the stamp
was never issued and never used so that almost all of the 400,000 stamps from the original
printing are still in existence in the collector’s market today. A search of the De La Rue archives
for the original master die of this stamp has been made in the past. The master die to date has not
been found and may no longer exist.

John C. Calhoun – Cropped from a Matthew Brady
daguerreotype photograph taken in 1849 and very possibly
the photo used as the basis for the design of the 1c YellowOrange De La Rue stamp. (Public Domain Image)

De La Rue & Company’s involvement with the Confederate States stamps did not end with the
two stamps shipped to the Confederacy. On July 1, 1862, the 5c Confederate rate was eliminated
and all first class mail was to be rated at 10c per ½ ounce for any distance making the 5c stamp
obsolete. The 5c stamps continued to be printed in Richmond, Virginia by the Archer & Daly
firm from the De La Rue constructed plate that successfully ran the blockade well into 1864.
However, these stamps could only be used as a pair to pay the proper postal rate. The 1c stamps
were never used as no 1c rate was ever officially adopted. Anticipating a greater need for 10c
stamps and 2c stamps, the Confederate POD asked De La Rue & Co. some time in mid 1862 to
deliver printing plates in a 10c denomination and a 2c denomination. Thus begins the story of the
Confederate 10c and 2c “altered plates” which is intimately linked with De La Rue & Co. The
story of the “altered plates” is itself quite complex and is a tale for another time.

1c Yellow-Orange De La Rue Print – Stamp Facts
Designer and Engraver:
Printing Method:
Number of Plates Constructed:
Number of Stamps Printed by De La Rue:
Earliest Known Use within the CSA:
Printing Arrangement:

Color:
Largest Known Unused Multiple:
Largest Known Used Multiple:
Major Print Varieties:
Most Typical Use:
Secondary Use:

Miscellaneous:

Jean Ferdinand Joubert De La Ferte
Typography
Unknown but believed to be only one
400,000
Never issued
Sheets of 400 in Panes of 100. Delivered to the
CSA as half sheets of 200. The stamp has not been
plated. No Plate Numbers and no margin
inscriptions.
Deep Orange (major), Lighter shades of orange
and yellow (due to fading over time)
Half Sheet of 200
None postally used
None
None postally used
None postally used
No legitimately used examples exist. No stamps
were printed from the De La Rue plate by the
Confederate government. All the stamps in the
collector’s market today are from the London De
La Rue printing. Die proofs and trial color proofs
from De La Rue & Co also exist.

This article was adapted from the book Collector’s Guide to Confederate Philately Second
Edition by John L. Kimbrough MD and Conrad L. Bush published by the authors in 2011. To
learn more about Confederate stamps, please visit the author’s website at www.csastamps.com.

