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Buried in the papers of a Tennessee family (Haley) which were recently sold as a group at a paper 

ephemera auction were two very interesting Confederate patriotic covers. Each of the two covers 

contained the original letter written on previously unrecorded Confederate patriotic lettersheets. 

 

Fort Wright, Tennessee 

 

 

Jefferson Davis Medallion Patriotic Cover (JD-1C) 

Fort Wright (Tennessee) 5c Paid June 1861 

 

The Cover  – The envelope is a bi-color (black and red) Jefferson Davis Medallion patriotic cover 

(Type JD-1C with 11 stars in both the flags and the sunburst) with Verse 53. The lengthy verse on 

this cover has not previously been listed as used with this Jefferson Davis Medallion patriotic 

design. The postal markings on the cover are in manuscript “Fort Wright 5c Paid Care of Capt 

Cross” and addressed to Mr. W. C. Hailey, Adamsville, Tenn. Fort Wright was not a listed 

Tennessee Confederate post office but was located near Randolph, Tennessee which was the post 

office that most likely handled the cover. The cover is not dated, but the letter is dated June 25th 

1861. 



The Letter – The original patriotic lettersheet shows a slightly different Jefferson Davis Medallion 

design (Type JD-1B with seven stars in the flags and 10 stars in the sunburst) in black. The 

previously unrecorded part of the lettersheet is the “Fort Wright, Randolph, Tenn.” printed slogan 

which was not known to exist until now. The letter is mostly camp news but has some interesting 

historical content. 

 

FORT WRIGHT Randolph, Tenn.,  

June 25th 1861  

Capt Hailey & Family  

 

I rec” your kind letter This morning which I read with 

exquisite pleasure to hear that you are all well I can 

inform you as usual that I am in the best of health. 

Nothing new here at present we hear by telegraph this 

morning that all Cairo troops had left we are expecting 

no attack now. Gen Pillow was here last week made a 

speech to us I wish you could see hm. Capt. Cross still 

keeps Drinking I think he will lose his office in a few 

days I rec. a letter from Mollie Cox which gave me a 

great deal of satisfaction I wrote a note to a person in 

Purdy which I am anxious to hear from you must all keep 

still as I told you as my safety depends upon it give my 

best respects to Cox’s felles tell Terry & Many(?) to 

write to me I don’t expect I will be at home as soon as I 

said on account that the boys are all wanting to come 

you must come for shure Dave McKenzie is coming 

write to me about it and I will tell you how to come Bring 

me a plug of good tobacco.  

 

                                                      Yours Resp  

 

                                                     M. R. Haley 

 

P.S. Sis I will bring you something nice next time I 

come.  

 

The writer of the letter was Corporal M. R. Haley of 

McNairy County, Tennessee. The spelling of the family 

name, Hailey vs Haley, varies in the letters and the records 

which was not uncommon at the time for different 

geographical branches of the same family. Corporal Haley 

enlisted in Company I 154th Regiment of Tennessee 

Volunteers on May 1, 1861. The company was commanded 

at the time by Captain Alphonso Cross who did later lose his 



position due to a drinking problem. The 154th Tennessee Volunteers was an old militia unit first 

organized in 1842 and reorganized as a Confederate Tennessee regiment at Randolph, Tennessee 

in early 1861 keeping its old militia numerical designation.  

 

The Fort – Fort Wright was constructed in 1861 near Randolph, Tipton County, Tennessee on the 

Second Chickasaw Bluff as part of the defenses of the region. The First Chickasaw Bluff was the 

site of Fort Pillow. By June 1861, about 5,000 troops from Tennessee and Arkansas were at the 

fort completing its construction and mounting cannon for the defense of Memphis. Fort Wright 

was used as a first training facility for Tennessee units destined for the Confederate Army. The 

soldiers gained experience in constructing fortifications and handling and mounting artillery as 

well as training in discipline and general military skills. Nathan Bedford Forrest, among others, 

trained initially at Fort Wright. The fort was abandoned by the Confederacy later in 1862 with only 

sporadic reoccupations later in the war. Nothing remains of Fort Wright today except a single 

powder magazine. 

                                                         

Camp Brown, Tennessee 

 

 
 

Handcarried Patriotic Cover Front (F11-8) 

 
The Cover – The envelope, which is only a cover front, has the Stars and Bars patriotic design 

with the “T” for Tennessee in full color (Type F11-8) and Verse 20. This verse was not previously 

listed as having been used with this particular flag design. The cover was handcarried outside the 

postal system “Politeness of Mr. McKenzie” to Mrs. M. Haley, Purdy, Tenn. Purdy at the time was 

the Court House of McNairy County, Tennessee. The cover is not dated. 



The Letter – The original patriotic lettersheet shows the 

Jefferson Davis Medallion design (Type JD-1C with 11 stars 

in both the flags and the sunburst) in black with Verse 28. The 

previously unrecorded part of the lettersheet is the “Camp 

Brown, Near Union City, Tenn” printed slogan which was not 

known to exist until 

now. The letter is 

datelined “Columbus 

1861.” The letter is 

missing the last page so 

that the writer is not 

identified in the letter. 

The handwriting is 

similar to the Fort 

Wright letter, and there 

is a cross reference to a 

“Mr. McKenzie” in both 

letters. Furthermore, 

other letters in the 

family papers confirm that both the Camp Brown letter and 

the Fort Wright letter were written by Corporal M. R. Haley 

of Company I 154th Tennessee Infantry. The only war 

reference content in the Camp Brown letter fragment is - 

…there is no news at present only they mounted the Bully Gun the other day it takes 28 

(pounds) powder to load it carrys a ball 134 (pounds) weight its carriage alone which is 

cast iron weighed 14 tons… 

The Camp – Camp Brown was established in 1861 one mile north of Union City, Tennessee in Obion 

County in the northwestern corner of Tennessee as a Confederate training camp. The camp was used by 

Confederate General Leonidas Polk as a staging ground for his invasion of Kentucky and occupation of 

Columbus, Kentucky. Since the letter is datelined “Columbus 1861” it must date from this time in late 1861. 

General Polk’s army occupied Columbus, Kentucky on September 3, 1861. Corporal Haley’s regiment 

(154th Tennessee Infantry) was one of the occupying units. 

 

Corporal Haley certainly liked patriotic stationery. He wrote another letter home at the same time but hand 

drew his own patriotic designs. His third letter, written on lined notebook paper, has a fancy hand drawn 

“Fort Polk September 4th, 1861” with a musket, the Confederate Stars and Bars flag, and a Star. “Fort Polk” 

may be another local name for Camp Brown as the letter states that the writer is in Obion County 

(Tennessee) and that his unit is getting ready to move to Hickman and Columbus, Kentucky. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Hand Drawn Patriotic Designs September 4, 1861 

 

This article reports two newly discovered and previously unknown Confederate patriotic lettersheet 

variations from a family correspondence and used by the same soldier. It is never too late to discover 

something new and unusual. 

 


